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L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R  

 
Welcome to the first edition of the 2017-2018 CTE News the Tempe Union High 
School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and Tech-
nical Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 9000 students currently 
enrolled in 20 different CTE programs in our district ranging from Culinary to  Engi-
neering, Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many more.  
  
All of our CTE programs encourage teachers and students to interact with local busi-
nesses and community members, and as the new school year begins they are working 
hard to expand such opportunities.  For example, on September 27, 2017 we are 
hosting our 2nd Annual CTE Industry Meet & Greet.  At this event we will have over 
35 local businesses available to meet with our teachers and discuss ways to enhance 
the education for their students.  In addition, this month our 15 program leads are 
completing their first round of Advisory Meetings.  All of our advisory committees 
have grown this summer and are continuing to work on ways to expand industry 
connections in our classrooms.  Finally, this fall we have begun our middle school 
outreach program.  As part of this program, our teachers and students are visiting 
middle schools in both of our feeder districts each month and sharing with them in-
formation on the different careers taught about in our CTE programs.   
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Marcos de Niza High 
School.  Marcos de Niza High School has seen great success in their CTE programs 
in the past, and as you will see in this month’s 
featured articles, these successes are ongoing. 
  
We hope you enjoy the information shared in 
this newsletter, and look forward to sharing 
more information with you in the future! 
 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 
 
 
 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 
 
October 1 CTSO Membership  

October 6 End 1st Quarter 

October 9-13 Fall Break 

October 16 Begin 2nd Qtr. 

October 19 Graphics Cadre 

October 19 Digital Com. Cadre 

October 24 Program Lead Mtg. 

October 25 CTE PLC 

October 26 Film and TV Cadre 

October 26 CTE Dept. Chair Mtg. 

October 31 Marketing Cadre 

November 1 Mixed Cadre 

November 8 CTE PLC 

November 14 BOSA Cadre 

November 22 CTE PLC 

December 5 BMAS Cadre 

CTE NEWS 
TUHSD CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

MONTHLY UPDATE 

 

 



Fun Fact:  Marcos de Niza High School 
was named after a Franciscan  friar who 
came to the area in search of the Seven 
Cities of Cibola. 

TECHNICAL THEATRE STUDENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Patrick McChesney, Technical Theatre 

Technical Theatre students at MDN and their support team can normally be found 
backstage, while their set designs are featured front and center.  Last month, however, 
the Marcos De Niza Technical Theatre students and set designer were nominated for 
Outstanding Set Design at the National Youth Arts Awards brining them and their work 
into the spotlight.  The award was in recognition of the great work in producing the de-
signs and sets for the Rogers and Hammerstein musical Cinderella.  Bravo! 

CULINARY STUDENTS HAVE 
RECIPE FOR SUCCESS 

 

Michelle Lukin, Culinary 
 

This fall, the Culinary students at MDN took 
the Arizona Food Handlers Certification test in 
Culinary 1-2 classes. This credential allows 
students to apply for entry-level employment 
in the food service industry.  Culinary 3-4 stu-
dents are preparing now to take the ServeSafe 
Manager certification test to become eligible 
for supervisory levels of employment in the 
food service industry.  They will take the certi-
fication exams later this fall.   
 
Good luck Marcos 
de Niza future 
chefs and restau-
rant managers. 

 

Focus on CTE Leadership 
Marcos de Niza 

 
 

Heather Hunt, 
Marketing Program Lead 
 

Heather worked as a Sales Man-
ager for Dillard’s  before she be-
gan her teaching career which 
has spanned 17 years.  She has 
worked at Marcos de Niza for 16 
years and was at Trevor Brown 
for 1 year previously.  Heather 
has a dual major in Business and 
Secondary Education from ASU 
and is working on her Master’s 
Degree in Administration.  What 
she loves about working at Mar-
cos is the diverse population of 
students and teachers.  Accord-
ing to Heather, “There is some-
thing for everyone.  The campus 
is small enough to have a com-
munity feel, yet large enough to 
offer a variety of programs for 
students to choose from.”  
Heather enjoys helping students 
turn classroom learning into real 
world projects and experiences 
through the career and technical 
student organization DECA.  She 
appreciates that students are 
able to take what they are learn-
ing in Marketing and Business 
classes an apply the skills on the 
job and in life as well.  For 
Heather, “Watching students 
succeed in using skills they have 
learned in my class is reward-
ing.” 
 
Lindsey Danskin, 
LPS Program Lead 
 

Lindsey has been teaching 17 
years.  This is her 6th year at 
Marcos.  She previously worked 
at Corona Del Sol and for the 
Mesa Public School District.  
Lindsey has a Bachleor’s Degree 
in Political Science and an 
MaEd in History Curriculum 
and Instruction.  She also has a 
2nd MaEd in Positive Behavior 
Supports.  What Lindsey likes 
most about working at Marcos 
de Niza is the students.  She 
said, “I love my LPS students!”  
Her favorite thing about teach-
ing Criminal Justice  is witness-
ing students’ learning and see-
ing the “lightbulb” moment oc-
cur when they understand a 
concept. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD STUDENTS  
IN ACTION 
 

Krista Carr, Early Childhood Education 
 

The preschool children and Early Childhood 3-4 students 
performed the pledge of allegiance at the Homecoming 
Assembly  in front the MDN student body.  September 28
-30 Early Childhood 3-4 students will  attend the FCCLA 
Fall Leadership Camp in Prescott.   

 
The Early Childhood 1-2 students are working on their Buddy projects with the pre-
school children.  They meet with their preschool buddies twice per month for projects 
and adventure days around campus.   
 
In November all of the Early Childhood students will have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the Smiles of Christmas service project for Frank Elementary School.  MDN 
students will provide a day filled with fun holiday themed activities to the Frank Ele-
mentary students. 
 



 

Focus on CTE Leadership 
Marcos de Niza 

 
 
Krista Carr, 
MDN CTE Dept. Chair 
 
 

Krista has  been a high school 
teacher for 16 years, and a pre-
school teacher for 2 years pre-
viously.  She worked at Desert 
Vista and Corona Del Sol be-
fore she landed comfortably at 
Marcos de Niza, where she has 
been working for the past 14 
years.  She has Master’s De-
grees in Educational Leader-
ship from NAU and Secondary 
Education from University of 
Phoenix.  Krista also earned 
her BS Degree from ASU in the 
area of Family Studies and 
Child Development.  She loves 
working with the students at 
Marcos and appreciates how 
they are so welcoming to any-
one at the school.  She says, 
“Every day is different in teach-
ing.  Students come and go, 
curriculum changes, and the 
atmosphere on campus is al-
ways evolving.  All of these 
things keep you on your toes, 
and it’s never a dull moment as 
a teacher.” 
 

MARCOS MARKETING AND DECA STUDENTS  
PREPARING TO BE COLLEGE AND CAREER READY 

 

Heather Hunt, Professional Sales and Marketing 

From conferences and competitions, to industry tours and entertainment venues,  
Marcos DECA is on the go preparing students to be college and career ready!   
 
Last year brought great success with 11 Marcos DECA students qualifying at our State 
competition for the International Career Development Competition in Anaheim, CA, 
and we capped off an awesome year with a top 20 international winning team in the 
Sports and Entertainment Promotion Plan!  Clare Dunnahoo and Kristing Cao made 
the international stage with their campaign for the Bridget’s Gift charity concert.   
 
Throughout the year, our DECA students helped collect much needed clothing and sup-
plies for our Threadz Teen Resource Center, located on the Marcos campus.  Students 
gained hands on experience working on visual merchandizing, inventory management 
and promotion, while working in the Threadz store.  After completing our campaign for 
the store on campus, the number of students utilizing the store increased dramatically.  
This is a great service to our community and the perfect opportunity for our students to 
practice the skills they learn in the Marketing classes.  We will continue this tradition of 
community support this year for our new Marketing students. 
 
This year students will have 
the opportunity to partici-
pate in conferences and 
competitions focusing on a 
variety of career paths, such 
as Sports and Entertain-
ment, Hospitality and Tour-
ism and Marketing Manage-
ment.  The Arizona Diamond- 
backs, The Arizona Coyotes 
and Tri Leadership will be 
bringing in industry experts 
to help our students prepare 
for the next level with the 
skills they need to succeed!  
 
With DECA, the  
possibilities are  
limitless! 
 

BUILD A FUTURE IN CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 
 

Chris Carr, Construction Technology 
 

As the school year ramps up, Construction students at Marcos de 
Niza High school can look forward to what they will accomplish 
in the next 9 months. What starts as a pile of lumber will soon be 
converted into stunning playhouses. 

 

The 2 year Construction Technology program in the high school 
will expose students to a wide variety of construction trades. De-

scribing the class, teacher Chris Carr explains, “First year students learn the basics of using 
power and hand tools while building small, hands on projects. Safety is a priority and stu-
dents need to learn how to conduct themselves in a busy, loud and potentially dangerous 
work place”.  Approximately 40% of the students that complete the 1st year program pro-
gress onto the 2nd year. Carr continues, “The second year is where students can take the 
skills they have mastered on small projects and use them on a much larger scale. Among 
other skills, the students learn how to build subfloors, frame a house and install siding, 
shingle a roof and run electrical”.  Teams of 3 students will take about 7 months to build 
the 6-foot square house. Each team has a foreman and 2 workers. The foreman is responsi-
ble for keeping the project on track. Carr hopes students come away from the program with 
an idea of how they can earn a living which will have a positive impact on their lives. 
 
At the end of this school year, the students will have completed 12 houses that are sold to 
the students, faculty or members of the community. For more information on the houses or 
the Construction Technology program, please contact Chris Carr - ccarr@tuhsd.k12.az.us. 

Investigating Law, Public  
Safety, and Security 

 

Lindsey Danskin, LPS 
 

LPS students at Marcos have been 
studying law enforcement weapons 
and non-lethal technologies.  These 
students created mock law enforce-
ment weapons to scale.  Their finished 
projects were amazingly detailed. 
 

School Resource Officer Pfeifer pro-
vided a guided tour of her patrol car 
and conducted a lab on what improve-
ments students could make to increase 

 efficiency and 
safety for police 
officers. 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  
~ Nelson Mandela 

SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 
 

Congratulations 
2016-2017   

TUHSD Career and Technical Education Award Winners: 

Program of the Year: DVH Bioscience—Jeremy Williams 

Teacher of the Year:   Melissa Wendell—MTP Engineering 

Student of the Year:   Haley Jourgenson—CDS Early Childhood  

CTE Rising Star:   DaJae Doral—MHS Culinary 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 

Julie Bisby 
Administrative Assistant 
jbisby@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

Joy Williams 
CTE Support (DO) 
joywilliams@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

Michelle Crary 
CTE Assessment and  
Accountability  
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Curriculum and  
Professional Development 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

Aaron Golamb 
CTE Technician 
agolamb@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
Career and Technical Education 

Student Recognition Night 
 

~ Celebrate Success ~ 
 

Monday, April 30, 2017 

6:30-8:00 PM 
 

Corona Del Sol 

Auditorium 

 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL OUTREACH 
PROGRAM 

 

Each month teachers and students repre-
senting our CTE programs across the 
district are visiting our feeder schools to 
present information about careers to 8th 
grade students.  The middle school stu-
dents will also learn more about these 
career opportunities in high school and 
prepare to be college and career ready for 
the future.  The featured programs for 
September were  Film & TV and Biosci-
ence.  In October, Business Management, 
Business Operations, and Software De-
velopment will be highlighted. 

 
 
 
 

Get to Know Our  
CTE Department Chairs: 

THS: Scot Watawa 
MHS: David Taylor 
MDN:   Krista Carr 
CDS: Mike Lohmann 
MTP: Tamara Reichert 
DVH: Dabney Leinberger 

 
 

Get to Know Our  
CTE Program Leads: 

Bioscience : Jeremy Williams 
BMAS: Mike Lohmann 
BOSA: David Taylor 
Construction: Chris Carr 
Culinary: Annie Oechsler 
D. Comm. Nicole Davis 
D. Photo. Steve Adams 
ECE Jacque Ibsen 
Engineering: Melissa Wendell 
Film & TV: Warren Cole 
Graphics: Suzanne Idler 
LPS: Lindsey Danskin 
Marketing: Heather Hunt 
Software: Steve Heiser 
Tech Theatre: Rachel Rosen 

THANK YOU  
CTE TEACHERS! 

 

The following TUHSD teachers 
worked on the CTE end-of-
program assessments, assessment 
blueprints, and frameworks for 
ADE and the AZ  CTE Curriculum 
Consortium: 

 

Kris Urban 

Ben Forbes 
Nikki Rogers 

Mark Campbell 
Kim Bonagofski 
Krystin Pinckard 
Tamara Reichert 

 

Their work will benefit CTE 
teachers around the state.  The 
products they helped develop will 
be great resources for teachers as 
well. 


